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2 TROUBLE-SHODTER

+ By WILLIAM DELANEY
: Star Stati Writer
A vacant farmhouse néar
Dbulles International Airport
may socn hecoime the hub of &
globe-girdling “university of
‘communications”—if a group
of high-powered oplimists can
hiteli some, monzy fo their
dream. | ]
. The optimists, a varied lot
including ex-New TFronticrs-
‘man Kenneth 7, O'Donnell, ar-
chiteet  Buckminster - Fuller
and a titled British fitm mad-
nate, are dreaming, of a n-:;t-:
work of non-traditional gradu-
ate schocls where communica-
tions will be studied as a tool
toward solving the world’s
probleras. .
“Most of what oceurs in the
form of pedia iy information
sort cemmunication, bul ag far
as problera-solving gogs—well,
“too many times that’s aceidda-
tial or incidental,” says Dr.
Robert L. Hilliard, the former
communicalions professor swho
has spearheaded the universi-
Ly project. : _
Individual Prajeels
“““Ihe potential of communi-
cations, fer human good and
pragress,” he says, “has only
bavely bean tapped.”
To tap this pelential, foun-

ders of {he International Uni-’

versily of Communications en-
“vision an $8.3-million hosad-
quarters campus at the Dulles
site, specializing in such indi-
vidaal research projects as:
© Helping health officials in
Ghana or Tos Anceles discov-
er the most.effective moans of
communicating with poor peo-
pie to combal health problems
in their-areas, .
© Discovering means to re-
~duce communications “ghps”

© wilhin and among large insti-

o
tutions, such as governtnent
agencies, industries and un-
ions, :

© Seeking new idess on the
nature of communications it-
self, and tesling tham in a
projecl-orientad “sehcol with-
out walls” atmosphere free of
tradilional | classcs, lectures,
grades and eradits,

Though the - freeseheeling
concept of such a university
has been splnning around for
several years in {he minds of
1ts  principal ‘sparkplugs—
Hilliard on the acadeudc side

organizational—only last
month, with the gilt of the
25-acre campus site, did {he
project reach the public au-
nouncement stage,

Later this snonth, the univer-
sily's far-flung board of advis-
ers is to raeet in Washington to
approve a fundwraising plan
which, Mrs. Davies hopes, will
put the university inlo opera-
lon in the refurbishod Lou--
doun Counly farmhouse withiin
a ycar,

In addilion to the eventual
£8.8 million headquarters cam-
pus with i{s 390 fo 400 stu-
-dents, the wniversity founders
foresce electronically linked
branch cainpuses ullinately
being established in the United
States and abread. (Now in
ihe planning stage, for exam-
ple, are regional cenlers in St,
Louis and Tokyoe.)

Chavlered 2 Years Avo
[ %]

The wniversity was clhar-
tered in Washington two years
ago this week with Hilliard as
president and 2Mrs. Davies as
seeretavy-troasuver, Hilliavd i3
enployed as chief of educa-
tional  bioadeasting for the
Federal. Commuricalions
Comumission, and, Mrs. Davies
Is Washington office manager
for the Corporalion for Public
Dreadeasting. Both stress that
tholr jobs ave strictly scparate
from their alier-hours work on
the wniversity, .

Having tested the university
idea with foreign embassics
(“They gave Us unanimous en-
couragement and support,”
says  Mrs. Davies) and with
highly placad friends in cuca-
tion, governuent and indusiry,
in the past two years tha paiv
Lagan lining up a board that
includes:

. Yosblnsrl Maeda,

president

of NIIX, the Jupan Droadcast- ‘

ing Corp,; William Friday,
president of the Univecsity of
North  Carolina; Frederick
O’'Neal, president of Actois
Eruity.- Association; Britain's
Lidward Jlenry Lord Willis,
‘president of World Wide Pic-
tures; Kansas newspaper pub-
lisher John Montgomery; ¥liz-
aheth Duncan Keontz, director
ol the U. 8, Women’s Pureau;
Jack T. Conway, former aide
to the late United Auto Work-

k
< r“-.;?i‘f p‘ g D npsfage
and Dorothy H. Davies oApxprSI\?e# ?fs‘r ﬁéf&ggélfbﬁm 1

_size that the university board,

-versity’s “lezrning,
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and nrow head of the Washing-
ton-bused Center for Commu- o ! 15,
Nty Chanee . . television studio,” a printing
5.- ange, laut thootar . tudios
Whilney  Young, the late Pl2UL 2 theoter, art studios
‘head of the National Ushan andL .otlier arenas -v,:he:z'e st}z.
Jeague, 2lso was “vory e clcf}};§ 1c’=gn 'u“y out their prob-
voived” as o board meisber, © 10M=s0lving media projects.
according to O'Donnell.
O'Domnell, who was special as-
sistant to President John F. the students will be foreien
Kemedy vwhile Mis. Davies. another large portion sonﬁ)yi
vas a White House sialf as- American Z:ovemment agen-
sistant for spocial projects, is cies, industrics and other insti-
- board member and enthu tutions, and a third sizable
stastic backer of the project. group just oul of college.
“When I was in the White Such  “communicators”
House, the higaast problem all  consumer
of us had was'in communica mothers
-ing irternationally,” says. and
O'lonrell, who now runs a
Inanagement  consulting firm
in the Bostou area.
Both he
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Student Breakdown

as
advocates, welfare
and Jcaders of black
Mexican-Amnerioan [H
SIounities would also ha inyvited
o attend as fellowship st
dents, according to Milliard’s
and Hilliard eraphas - plans,
No tultion figure has hcen

. M the envisiontd institution, c}ecigl-:d pon, thoush s,
Is politically nonpartisan, Davies recalls the figire of

Tt vt A vt $1,500 being bandied
' .M*U{“ Sludy Aren Inflation-filied years ags,
Hilliard, who has vorition- With the donation of the
several fexthooks on commun Tulles site by develonar Fran
nieations and formerly laught cis J. Fiuneran (v;ﬂﬁx;\.—d :n“rm
a‘t Brooklyn Cc:llo.ge;, Adelphi estimated $159,009 to S’D') !‘“9)
‘Coll:eyge andthe University of ‘and $10,000 in oifts (‘tncln,c{fnff
1\’ort51 Carolina, says tho com- a $7,520 dcvo?opmcnt gran?
munleations uuiversity vil in- from International Business

e

= Worxing out of the universi-
arts degree in roughly a tsvo-

-confident that “the tme i
najor study arvea (infernatioa. d ]

5 need” for a communications

which he would study the rels- -

does exist. ..,
eic.) and a field such as poli-
America, ete.).
and resouvcs eenlers, the stu-

itizlly offer programs enabling Machiz‘ms Corp.), Mrs. Davies
a student to carn a master’s of = inive
ty's small leased office in a
” Dupent  Circle building -~ is
year pevied.
The siudent would pieina ripe” for attracting money to:
the dream, “go great iIs {he
al commmunieations, rural corn- wniversity,
munications,” cte.), within & 5L N
: “The important thing at this
- L. polnt,”” she says, “Is to make
tionship between a speeific
ruedia (television, cotpuiers,
tics, econownics or regional
studies (Asia, Africa, Latin
Working in turn in the uni-
research
dent would then be expactad to
carry  out three problem- -

selving covelr projects to
earn his dagree . )

“The hutor-type professors st
pervising this _work will be
“the best aveilable pooplel
Hilllard promises, rezariless
of whether they have formal
acadetnic cre leatials: -~
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multi-medin study booths, a-

Hilliard estiraates that hali

about two

it knowi that the universily .
» )

()'bf’ v VYL@ HJ K‘QVA\'\<~‘. { g\. '
Org ] Tivtermat e he [ Unimos b,

‘;w,—(l ‘\:‘ C(*p-u A L v a (\-T\ [N




